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Research Problematic and Its Relevance

Saint Paul the Apostle is one of the key and most authoritative figures in
Christian doctrine. In his work, on the one hand, we encounter the selective
use and transformation of concepts and modes of thought characteristic of the
Hellenistic-Roman intellectual environment, and on the other hand, an organic
connection to Jewish law and its Christological reinterpretation. Furthermore,
these intellectual and religious elements acquire a new conceptual content
within Paul's Christian teaching; it is also noteworthy that Paul's doctrine
significantly determined the formation of the broad intellectual horizon of the
subsequent Christian tradition. On this basis, he can be considered one of the
paradigmatic authors of Christian thought—a thinker who reinterprets prior
religious and philosophical heritage through the perspective of divine
revelation. Accordingly, the research problem consists in determining on what
grounds Paul's thought can be understood as Christian philosophy.

In the present study, Christian philosophy is understood as conceptually
consistent thought based on the truth given in divine revelation, which
interprets the fundamental issues of God, humanity, salvation, and the moral
life through philosophical language and categories.

Saint Paul carried out his ministry in the diverse intellectual environment
of the Hellenistic-Roman era, which featured Platonic, Aristotelian, Stoic, and
Epicurean traditions, as well as the Jewish religious-intellectual tradition. This
context is important for understanding the historical background of Paul's
thought, though it does not in itself demonstrate the direct influence of these
philosophical schools on his views. The defining foundation of Paul's thought is
the divine revelation realized in Christ. Given this multifaceted intellectual and
religious context, a systematic study of his thought from the perspective of
Christian philosophy is especially relevant. Despite numerous studies devoted
to Paul's thought, a comprehensive and systematic understanding of the Apostle
as a Christian philosopher remains a current and vital direction of research.

Furthermore, Saint Paul's influence is immense both in the spread of

Christianity and in the conceptual formation of Christian thought. Over the
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centuries, his thought has been the subject of numerous theological,
philosophical, and hermeneutical interpretations.

Paul's unique position in the Christian tradition is further evidenced by
the fact that fourteen epistles out of the twenty-seven books of the New
Testament are attributed to him by church tradition. Moreover, he did not
belong to the circle of the Twelve Apostles and was not among Christ's
followers during His earthly ministry; initially he persecuted the Church, and
was called to apostleship as a result of the revelation of the risen Christ. He
refers to himself as the Apostle to the Gentiles, a mission later recognized by
the other apostles (Gal. 2:7-9). These very circumstances have ensured that his
person and doctrine remain a subject of special research interest within both
Christian and broader academic and intellectual spaces.

Direct citations of Hellenistic philosophers do not bear a systematic
character in Saint Paul's epistles. He employs several popular sayings of the
time, which does not constitute conclusive evidence of academic training in
classical philosophy. Nevertheless, Paul possesses a strong command of the
Greek language, and his arguments reveal a familiarity with philosophical
problematic and conceptual apparatus. His thought can be evaluated as a
creative reception and Christian reinterpretation of individual categories of
ancient philosophy, as well as the presentation of Christian truth through the
conceptual instruments of ancient thought. All of this provides grounds for
considering Paul as one of the earliest Christian philosophers.

Within Saint Paul's Christian philosophy, particular importance attaches
to his hermeneutical model, anthropological concept, and ethical doctrine. In
the synthesis of these three directions, the conceptual integrity of Paul's
Christian philosophy clearly emerges, constituting one of the primary
foundations for the systematic study of his thought.

Special attention is devoted to these directions in the present study, as
each continues to hold scientific significance. Hermeneutics—the theory and
practice of textual interpretation—has a long philosophical-religious tradition
and remains one of the most important methodological directions in the
modern humanities. Anthropological and ethical issues directly concern human

nature, freedom, responsibility, and the meaning of life, which is why they
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consistently occupy a prominent place in both philosophical and theological
research. Therefore, studying Paul's hermeneutics, anthropology, and ethics—
both individually and in their interrelation—maintains distinct academic

relevance today.

Research Goal

The goal of this doctoral dissertation is to substantiate the internal
integrity and philosophical character of Saint Paul the Apostle's thought
through systematic research, presenting Paul as a Christian philosopher. The
study aims to demonstrate that Paul's doctrine does not consist merely of an
aggregation of isolated theological propositions, but instead reveals an
internally interconnected and conceptually consistent Christian-philosophical
vision based on divine revelation. The integrity of this vision manifests in the
interrelation of Paul's arguments regarding God, humanity, salvation, and
moral life, while his thought possesses a unified Christocentric and
pneumatological orientation.

Presenting Paul as a Christian philosopher does not imply artificially
assigning him to any ancient philosophical school or asserting that he created a
finished philosophical system. In this context, philosophical thought is
understood as a consistent and conceptually sound reflection on the
fundamental issues of God, humanity, salvation, and moral life on the basis of
divine revelation. Paul reflects on the meaning of human existence, humanity's
fallen state, renewal in Christ, and the foundations of moral life, examining
these issues within the unified perspective of salvation fulfilled in Christ.
Accordingly, the systematic character of his thought does not imply the
presence of a formalized, closed philosophical system, but rather the internal
connection, common foundation, and Christocentric orientation of his primary
propositions.

The internal integrity of Paul's Christian-philosophical vision is expressed
with particular clarity in the interrelation among hermeneutics, anthropology,

and ethics. Paul's understanding of divine revelation and Sacred Scripture forms
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the foundation for his doctrine on human nature, state, and renewal in Christ,
while the existence of the person renewed in Christ finds expression in moral
life. Thus, the hermeneutical, anthropological, and ethical dimensions do not
appear as independent theological topics, but as interconnected aspects of a
single Christian-philosophical vision. Their unity demonstrates that Paul's
understanding of revelation, his doctrine of humanity, and the principles of
moral life rest upon a shared Christological and pneumatological foundation.
The philosophical originality of Paul's thought also emerges through its
relation to Jewish and Hellenistic-Roman intellectual traditions. His thought
connects to both traditions, yet is reducible to neither. Paul interprets the
Jewish faith heritage Christocentrically, while reinterpreting specific
intellectual elements of the Hellenistic-Roman world in the light of Christian
revelation. Thus, the work aims to examine the Christian-philosophical
significance of Paul's thought, demonstrate its conceptual integrity, and define

Paul's place in the formation and development of Christian philosophy.

Research Objectives

To achieve the research goal, the following objectives have been set:

1. To examine the historical-intellectual context of Saint Paul the Apostle's
life and activity, his education, and his epistolary heritage, establishing the
groundwork for a subsequent systematic analysis of his thought.

2. To investigate Paul's hermeneutical model, its principles, methods, and the
specific characteristics of his interpretation of Sacred Scripture.

3. To perform a systematic analysis of Paul's anthropological doctrine,
examining its relation to Jewish and ancient anthropological traditions and
demonstrating its Christocentric specificity.

4. To research Paul's ethical doctrine, analyzing its relation to Jewish and
ancient ethical traditions, its fundamental principles, and the ontological
foundations of Christian life.

5. To demonstrate the wunified Christian-philosophical structure and

specificity of Paul's thought based on the interrelation of his
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hermeneutics, anthropology, and ethics, and to determine his significance

in the formation of Christian philosophy.

Research Hypothesis

The present study is grounded in the hypothesis that Saint Paul the
Apostle's epistles do not represent a mere collection of Christian dogmatic,
moral, and exegetical statements, but reveal an internally consistent Christian-
philosophical vision. The foundation of this vision is not abstract philosophical
speculation, but divine revelation centered on the person of Jesus Christ and
His redemptive mission.

According to the research hypothesis, Saint Paul is neither a mechanical
continuation of the Jewish tradition nor a direct heir to ancient philosophical
thought. On the basis of the revelation of Christ, he engages in the reception
and Christocentric development of the Jewish religious-intellectual heritage on
the one hand, and places selected concepts and categories of ancient
philosophical thought into the service of Christian revelation on the other.

From this perspective, Paul's hermeneutics, anthropology, and ethics are
interconnected directions of his Christocentric thought, collectively presenting
his Christian-philosophical vision. Paul's hermeneutics is grounded in the
recognition of the divine inspiration of Sacred Scripture and divine revelation;
his anthropology develops the Jewish-biblical vision of human wholeness and
essentially distances itself from the dualistic models present in Greek
philosophy, insofar as it does not view the human being on the basis of an
ontological opposition between soul and body; and his ethical doctrine appears
not as an external moral code, but as the way of life for a person renewed by
grace in Christ.

Thus, the core hypothesis of the research is that Saint Paul the Apostle can
be understood as a Christian philosopher. His thought is rooted in divine
revelation, carries a Christocentric character, and—through the Christian

reception and reinterpretation of individual elements from both the Jewish
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tradition and Hellenistic intellectual heritage—forms a consistent Christian-

philosophical vision.

Literature Review and Theoretical Context of the Research

Saint Paul the Apostle is one of the most thoroughly studied authors in
Christian thought. His epistles have been the subject of intensive research
across biblical studies, theology, philosophy, and the history of religion for
many centuries. The scholarly literature devoted to Paul's doctrine is extensive
and available in numerous languages. Given the multifaceted nature of his
thought, existing studies have been conducted from diverse methodological and
disciplinary perspectives.

Contemporary scientific literature reveals several main directions: on the
one hand, historical-critical and exegetical studies that examine the authorship,
chronology, literary characteristics, and historical context of the epistles; on the
other hand, systematic theological works focused on Paul's Christology,
soteriology, ecclesiology, and ethical teaching. Furthermore, recent decades
have seen a significant rise in interest regarding Paul's hermeneutics,
anthropology, and his connections to ancient philosophical traditions.

For the present study, the works of M. Hengel and ]. Murphy-O'Connor
are of particular importance for understanding Paul's life and chronology; the
research of A. W. Pitts for comprehending his historical-intellectual context
and relation to ancient philosophy; the works of Richard Hays for the study of
Paul's hermeneutics; and D. G. Dobikin's textbook as a theoretical foundation
for biblical hermeneutics. Account is also taken of the works of J. D. G. Dunn,
G. E. Ladd, and V. P. Furnish, which analyze various aspects of Paul's theology,
anthropology, and ethics. The theoretical foundation of this study relies on
patristic interpretations of Paul's epistles, contemporary theological research,
and works in ancient and Christian philosophy. In this regard, a primary place
is assigned to the commentaries of Saint John Chrysostom and other Holy
Fathers, who treat Paul's epistles within the living tradition of the Church and

present his theology as an organic part of Christian teaching.
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Despite the abundance of existing scholarly literature, Paul's thought is
mostly examined within separate disciplinary frameworks. Consequently, a
systematic understanding of his hermeneutics, anthropology, and ethics as
interconnected aspects of a single Christocentric theological-philosophical
vision remains comparatively less developed. The present study addresses
precisely this gap, drawing upon a complex analysis of Paul's epistles to
demonstrate the internal consistency of his thought and substantiate the
viability of interpreting Saint Paul as a Christian philosopher.

The research relies on the Greek text of the New Testament, patristic
commentaries, and contemporary biblical, theological, and philosophical
literature. Through comparative, historical-grammatical, and systematic
analysis of these sources, the internal unity of Saint Paul's hermeneutics,
anthropology, and ethics is demonstrated, and his interpretation as a Christian

philosopher is substantiated.

Methodology

The dissertation employs exegetical, hermeneutical, lexical-semantic,
historical-grammatical, historical-cultural, philosophical-analytical, systematic,
and comparative methods. Through these approaches, the internal logic of Saint
Paul's thought is investigated and the main directions of his Christian
philosophy are identified.

Issues regarding Saint Paul's life and education are examined through
historical-cultural and comparative approaches. Exegetical, hermeneutical,
lexical-semantic, and historical-grammatical analysis of his epistles in relation
to Jewish and Hellenistic intellectual traditions revealed the foundational
principles of his biblical interpretation. Philosophical-analytical and systematic
approaches subsequently made it possible to present these principles as a
unified hermeneutical model.

In researching his anthropological doctrine, exegetical, lexical-semantic,

and philosophical-analytical methods were used to analyze Paul's key
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anthropological concepts and their interrelations, while systematic and
comparative approaches highlighted their conceptual integrity and specificity.
In examining his ethical doctrine, exegetical, hermeneutical,
philosophical-analytical, systematic, and comparative approaches were used to
identify its Christocentric and pneumatological foundations, as well as its

conceptual characteristics.

Description of Research Results

Based on the research conducted, the core Christian-philosophical
principles and categories of Paul's thought have been identified, along with
their relation to the Jewish biblical tradition and the Hellenistic intellectual
milieu. The research progressed across several vectors: the historical-cultural
context of Paul's life and education, his hermeneutics, his anthropology, and his
ethics.

The findings highlight Saint Paul's exceptional role in the conceptual
formation of Christian-philosophical thought. In his work, the Jewish biblical
heritage and specific concepts prevalent in the Hellenistic intellectual
environment are reinterpreted on the foundation of the revelation of Christ,
acquiring new meaning within a unified Christocentric framework.

The study demonstrated that Paul's hermeneutical, anthropological, and
ethical views form an interconnected conceptual whole. They are united by a
Christocentric interpretation of Scripture, human renewal in Christ, and a
moral life directed by the action of the Holy Spirit, which manifests in love,
freedom, and responsibility.

These results demonstrate the importance of Paul's teaching not only
within the context of the early Christian era, but also for addressing the
spiritual, anthropological, and ethical problems of contemporary humanity,

affirming the universal character of his Christian-philosophical thought.
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Scientific Novelty of the Dissertation

The main scientific novelty of the work lies in a fresh and comprehensive
presentation of the Christian-philosophical dimension of Saint Paul the
Apostle's thought. This novelty consists not merely in examining Paul's
hermeneutical, anthropological, and ethical views in isolation, but in analyzing
their interrelation and demonstrating them as a unified Christian-philosophical
conceptual whole. This approach incorporates the historical-cultural context of
Paul's life and education, an analysis of which outlines the intellectual horizon
of his intellectual development.

A further scientific novelty of the dissertation is the identification of key
criteria on the basis of which Paul's thought can be evaluated as Christian
philosophy. His thought rests upon the divine revelation realized in Christ,
while its philosophical character is demonstrated by a conceptually consistent
and systematic reflection on God, humanity, salvation, and the moral life.

Within the hermeneutical sphere, the specific novelty of the dissertation is
the conceptual delineation of a revelatory methodology. This methodology
presents the revelation received by Paul not merely as the source of his
apostolic calling and preaching, but as one of the primary epistemological
foundations of his thought and his Christocentric interpretation of Sacred
Scripture.

In the context of understanding Paul's thought as a unified Christian
philosophy, the novelty further consists in demonstrating the relationship of
Christian revelation to the Jewish and Hellenistic intellectual heritages on the
basis of selective reception and Christocentric transformation. Paul selectively
accepts individual elements of these heritages and reinterpret them in light of
Christian revelation. On this foundation, his thought can be evaluated as one of
the earliest conceptual models of Christian philosophy.

In anthropology, the specific scientific novelty lies in the systematic
exposition of the semantic differences, functions, and interrelations of the terms
used by Paul—spirit, soul, flesh, body, mind, heart, and conscience.
Comparative analysis delineates their relation to both the Jewish

anthropological tradition and Hellenistic philosophical doctrines. The concept
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of the "inner man" is analyzed separately alongside its connection to the notions
of the "new man" and the "image of God," presenting these concepts as distinct
yet interconnected dimensions of human renewal in Christ.

A further novelty in the anthropological dimension is the systematic
substantiation of the deification-oriented trajectory of Paul's doctrine.
Although the term theosis (0¢éwaic) does not explicitly appear in Paul's epistles,
his teaching on human renewal, transformation, and union with God in Christ
confirms that the ultimate trajectory of Paul's anthropology carries a
deification-based content.

In ethics, the specific scientific novelty consists in placing the revelatory,
Christological, pneumatological, personal, and social dimensions of Paul's
ethical doctrine into a unified Christian-philosophical context. Within the
overall framework of the research, Paul's ethics emerges not as an autonomous
moral system, but as the moral expression of human renewal in Christ,
intrinsically tied to his hermeneutical and anthropological views. Within this
same framework, the Christological foundation of personal dignity and moral
responsibility, the social dimension of Paul's ethics, and love as its universal and
unifying principle are systematically analyzed.

Thus, examining Paul's hermeneutical, anthropological, and ethical views
in their interrelation reveals the unified conceptual structure of his Christian
thought. In this synthesis, hermeneutics functions as its epistemological and
interpretative foundation, anthropology as its ontological and soteriological
content, and ethics as the moral and practical expression of existence renewed
in Christ. Such an approach reveals the internal logic, conceptual consistency,

and Christocentric and pneumatological foundations of Paul's thought.

Conclusion
The presented dissertation offers a new and comprehensive understanding

of Saint Paul the Apostle's thought as a Christian philosopher. The research has

made it possible to uncover the essential features of Paul's thought by
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examining the historical-cultural context of his life and education alongside the
interrelations of his hermeneutical, anthropological, and ethical views.

The study substantiates that while Paul's thought was not formally
formulated as a systematized philosophy, it nevertheless exhibits internal logic,
conceptual consistency, and clear Christocentric and pneumatological
foundations. Paul does not mechanically adopt the Jewish biblical tradition or
Hellenistic intellectual heritage; rather, he reinterprets and transforms them on
the basis of the revelation of Christ. Consequently, his thought can be evaluated
as one of the earliest conceptual models of Christian philosophy.

The findings reveal that the foundation of Pauline hermeneutics is the
Christocentric interpretation of Sacred Scripture, divine revelation, and
ecclesial tradition. His anthropological doctrine examines humanity within the
dynamics of renewal, transformation, and union with God in Christ, while his
ethical teaching derives not from autonomous moral principles, but from the
redemptive act of Christ and the grace of the Holy Spirit. The ethics of love,
personal dignity, freedom, responsibility, and equality in Christ reflect the
personal and social dimensions of this doctrine.

Thus, Paul's hermeneutical, anthropological, and ethical views form an
interconnected conceptual whole. Analyzing them in their unity highlights
Saint Paul the Apostle's exceptional significance for the development of
Christian thought and Christian philosophy. Furthermore, the study of Pauline
Christian philosophy remains highly relevant for addressing the spiritual,
anthropological, ethical, and social issues of the modern individual. This work
will be useful for researchers interested in both the Christian worldview and

general philosophical problematics.
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