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Research problem and its actuality

In the history of philosophy, St. Augustine of Hippo occupies a
distinguished position, as one of the most influential and significant thinkers.
In his works one clearly sees the reception and transformation of ancient
wisdom, more concretely, the syntheses of Greek philosophy and Christian
doctrines; on the other hand, the ranges of different traditions that fall under
Augustinian influence are wide. On the basis of such evaluation, St.
Augustine might be considered a paradigmatic author of Western philosophy,
the thinker who unites the past and future tendencies of thought. His
philosophical work assimilates many aspects, details, and features of late
antiquity. In addition, St. Augustine’s philosophy was developing among
different philosophical schools and religious traditions. In order to
demonstrate the wide range of his thinking, it will be enough to mention
only a few of them (namely Platonism, Aristotelianism, the Philosophy of
Cicero, skepticism, Manichaeism, Pelagianism, and Donatism).

St. Augustine is an important thinker for the whole Christian world; this
statement is confirmed by the fact that the fifth ecumenical council of
Constantinople acknowledged him as an authoritative father of the church. In
the council documents one finds St. Augustine’s name along with Basil the
Great, Gregory the Theologian, Athanasius the Great and other key thinkers
of the Christian church. As a result, St. Augustine’s thought is relevant for all
Christian world, despite even the East—West Schism of 1054. Furthermore,
Christian religion had and has an important role and vital actuality in the
development of general philosophical thought of mankind; for that reason, St.
Augustine’s philosophy and its Christian values, among philosophical studies,
is still the subject of great interest.

In the works of St. Augustine one clearly sees the interpretations of
distinguished ancient authors, thinkers such as Pythagoras, Plato, Aristotle,
Plotinus, Porphyry and others. Thereby, the object of special interest is an
Augustinian interpretation and study of ancient philosophy. In some cases,
one can see him as a historian of ancient philosophy. Due to the period of his
life, one can say, that St. Augustine's thought is the crossroad that
differentiates ancient and Middle Ages, at the same time he is a thinker who
evaluates ancient thoughts from a Christian point of view.
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In addition to that, St. Augustine is an architect of a new age. It would not
be exaggerated to call him a founding father of Christian philosophy. The
Medieval thinkers such as Anselm of Canterbury, Thomas Aquinas, John
Duns Scotus, and others, fell under his influences. In addition to that, St.
Augustine’s figure played the crucial role for developing modern philosophy.
Mentioning only Rene Descartes and Immanuel Kant would be enough. He
has also influenced modern thinkers such as Seren Kierkegaard and Ludwig
Wittgenstein. In the twenty century, Martin Heidegger and others from his
school paid a huge attention to St. Augustine’s philosophy (especially in the
cases of religious research). One should also note the reception of Augustinian
philosophy in twenty-first-century Christian thinkers (Alvin Plantinga,
Richard Swinburne and others).

In St. Augustine’s work anthropological conception has an important
place. It is necessarily to consider the character of St. Augustine's Christian
thought, and particularly the nature of anthropology, the central category of
his philosophy, were man is presented as the crown of God’s Creation. This
category unites different Augustinian concepts. As a result, a study of St.
Augustine’s anthropology provides an opportunity to comprehend the
essential aspects of his philosophy. At the same time, examining Augustinian
conception is an important key that enables us to understand the
anthropological theories of ancient philosophy and to analyze more recent
anthropological works that developed in the Western world. Hence, the
study of Augustinian anthropology opens a way to comprehend many aspects
of European philosophy. The present PhD research attempts to show
Augustinian anthropology in a way that allows one to realize a contemporary
relevance of his anthropological categories. The issues, that we are
concentrated on, relate to human characteristics that are eternally visible.
Despite differences between various stages in which man develops its nature
as a rational and free creature, and as a individual who relates to others
humans as well, the human being is the same in every epoch. This is the
initial thesis of this study.

Considering all that, the present PhD research unfolds the essence of the
Christian religion and shows the key principles of its philosophy. Alongside
that, the actuality of the PhD research is determined by a concrete subpart of
St. Augustine’s philosophy, namely anthropology. Anthropology is a field that
did not lose its importance. Generally speaking, philosophy is a way of human
life, and the primary focus of philosophy is practical activity of man.
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Anthropology as a doctrine about human being will be vital as long as man
and philosophy will live. Hence, the research on St. Augustine's philosophical
anthropology is exceptionally interesting and urgent.

The aim of the research

The aim of PhD research is to examine an anthropological doctrine that
one can find in the philosophical heritage of St. Augustine. His philosophical
works are thematically manifold, furthermore, time to time the same issues
are solved in different ways. On such a basis, one can differentiate several
stages of the development of his philosophy. For example, Augustine's early
writings are full with the elements of Platonic philosophy, thus this period of
his work constitutes a Christian Platonism. The next stage the development is
strictly dogmatic. In this regard, one of his later work Retractationes is
especially interesting, since by it St. Augustine summarazies his whole
philosophy and attempts to clarify several crucial themes. By referring such
attempt, we can say that St. Augustine himself acknowledged the ambiguity
that is visible in his works. Despite the short remarks that we find in
Retractationes, the book itself might be considered as an evaluation of St.
Agustines's whole creative work, and at the same time the project that aims to
give some final solutions on various important problems that concern human
existence. It seems that St. Augustine himself felt that his work belongs to
several authors, rather than an author. Metaphorically speaking it is
legitimate to say that St. Agustines's great philosophical heritage belongs to
“several authors” or “several Augustines”. This particular aspect makes it hard
to perceive his work in a single vision. Nonetheless, St. Augustine’s
anthropology enables one to unite different stages of the development of his
philosophical work under one conception.

In this PhD research, there is an attempt to differentiate anthropological
aspects of St. Augustine’s works that equally apply to every stage of their
development. In relation to this issue, one relies on the conception according
to which man is a God’s creation, since the cornerstone of Augustine's
anthropology is the Biblical story of man’s creation. As a result, the
relationship between creator and created is the principle that enables to unify
different theories of St. Augustine, even issues concerning the human
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freedom. In addition to that, St. Augustine considers man as an essence that is
unchangeable in the course of history (the incarnation of Jesus Christ is
certainly a historical exception and that exception gives the whole specter of
possibilities that were lost after the fall of man). The anthropological
conception of St. Augustine aims to found a universal model, that will not
lose its actuality along with historical flux. On such a basis, the study
attempts to show the contemporary importance of the above-mentioned
conception.

Therefore, PhD research aims to analyze and interpret Augustine's
manifold anthropological categories to comprehend the “Anthropological
constants” of St. Augustines philosophy, and clearly demonstrates the
different stages of its development. In addition, the aim of the present
doctoral research is to present the importance of the Augustinian teaching
about man in contemporal context, which also shows the special role of
Christian teaching in the light of the most acute challenges of modern man.

Research objectives

For fulfilling the initial aim of PhD research, the following tasks were
targeted: 1. first and foremost, we studied and analyzed the complex works of
St. Augustine and emphasized anthropological ideas in them, after that, his
works were classified in a way, that formed an unified model of Augustinian
anthropology. 2. We presented the main sources of Augustine's influences,
and by that, detected many important details of his anthropology. 3. We
interpreted and further reconsidered St. Augustine’s anthropology and by
that systematically presented his philosophy. 4. Parallel to this, we
extensively studied the scientific literature that is dedicated to Augustinian
philosophy. Since the scientific literature is numerous and manifold, we
chose a more recent authoritative studies that are dedicated to his philosophy
in general and anthropology in particular. After fulfilling the above-
mentioned tasks, we reached the specific character of St. Augustine's
anthropology that was interpreted on the bases of elaborated hypothesis.
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Research hypothesis

Analysis of Augustinian anthropology shows that for St. Augustine human
being possesses various essential characteristics/faculties/qualities, and all
those essential properties are unified in relation to the creator, God. In the
last resort, human’s every activity and property might be reduced to the
relationship between God and man; as well as the dependence of man on
God. The essential moment of man’s life is to regain close connection with
God. Generally speaking, created manifests its creator, but in the case of man,
this interaction is far more complex and manifold. Human beings have a
specific relationship with God, and this kind of relationship is unique. love is
a good example of such a connection. We can call 1t “a conscious relation”.
Again, every creature manifests creator, but in the case of man we are
witnessing a conscious activity. A man has being, life, and intellect and by
means of these three elements, it relates to God. For that reason, the meaning
of man, as an anthropological category, is connected to the creator. It is the
only high relation with God that enables human being to fulfill its nature as a
creation. It seems that there are two essences inside a man, first a man as
such, and the second its creator, God. This Augustinian conception might be
taken as the foundation of a specific type of existentialism; a thesis according
to which man's essence is formed by relationship. As such, we discuss St.
Augustine's anthropological model which presents man as a creation who
relates to God. Man alone is not isolated essence, it carries a specific
connection with God.

Review of scientific literature and the theoretical context of research

There are many different scientific researches that are dedicated to the
work of st. Augustine. There are several translations of his works that are
originally written in Latin (many translated resources are accessible through
various internet resources). In addition to that, St. Augustine’s works are
translated into many different languages. Among them, should be mentioned
English, German, French, Italian and Russian translations. His works are
partly translated into the Georgian language.
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Concerning the scientific study of St. Augustine’s works, various
researches are made on almost every language. Due to the wide range of his
thought, scientific studies are diversified in to different philosophical
disciplines (such as ontology, epistemology, ethics, and etc.,). To be certain,
there are anthropological researches too, nonetheless, it should be noted, that
in most cases, different scientific projects examine only several
anthropological issues, rather than a holistic anthropological paradigm of St.
Augustine. In order to unfold and unite manifold aspects of his philosophical
anthropology, it is also important to review various theological and
psychological researches that are dedicated to St. Augustine's Christian
philosophy.

Concerning Georgian researches of St. Augustine's work, several
distinguished studies can be mentioned. In this regard, one should note a
special publication of New Georgian University: St. Augustine — Teacher of
Christianity, edited by T. Iremadze, Tbilisi: “Favorite Style”, 2010, 252 pp.
This collection also examines Augustinian anthropology. At the same time, it
is necessarily to mention number of Georgian works that are dedicated to the
philosophy of the middle ages. Above-mentioned works demand attention
because they include various aspects of St. Augustine's thought.

PhD research pays a special attention to those scientific researches, that
examine Augustinian anthropology, and more concretely, that are dedicated
on the issue of the harmonious and teleological relationship between man
and creator. That kind of relationship might be called “teleological
anthropology”. Those scientific works are focused on man's function in
relation to God. On the basis of the above-mentioned studies problematics of
this research were formed and elaborated.

Methodology

PhD Research is developed by using several different methodological
tools, including hermeneutical analysis, interdisciplinary study, comparative,
historical, and other kinds of approaches. In most of the cases, philosophical
hermeneutics is used in order to analyze immanent meanings of St.
Augustine's original texts, and by such methodology, the research separates
the holistic model of St. Augustine's manifold philosophical writings. Besides,
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we also developed an original interpretation of his philosophy, such
interpretation gives a possibility of unifying different anthropological
thoughts under one conceptual framework. In addition to that, PhD research
offers a survey of various Christian ideas, in the context of Christian
psychology and theology. That aspect emphasizes the interdisciplinary
direction of PhD research. The comparativist analysis has to be mentioned
also; in relation to St. Augustine’s philosophy several different authors are
discussed, more concretely his Predecessors (Plato, Plotinus, and etc.,) and
successors (Descartes, Kant), as well as other representatives of Christian
tradition. On the basis of the contemporary reception and developments of St.
Augustine’s work, one can also speak about the historical method, which is
used in this research.

Description of PhD research findings

The research allows to comprehend Augustinian anthropology, as well as
to see the main categories, that are implicitly pressured by his philosophy.
The research is developed in different directions, more concretely, it
examines his exegetical writings, the works of his early Platonic period, and
the later dogmatic developments of his philosophy. By such examination, one
can legitimately speak about different angles of Augustinian philosophy. First
and foremost, the PhD research shows the importance of Augustinian
anthropology, as a complex phenomenon that belongs to the history of
Christian philosophy. The unification of the Christian doctrine of revelation
and classical philosophical concepts, enables us to comprehend the essence of
Christian philosophy. On the other hand, Christian anthropology, as it is
presented in the works of St. Augustine, offers so-called “anthropological
constants”. Despite historical contexts, cultural belongings, and various
developments, those constants retain their actuality and represent “eternal”
characteristics of man. Furthermore, they are philosophically verified parts of
Christian doctrine. As a result, PhD research presents the historical
importance of Christian doctrine, including the contemporary context; and
by our interpretation of Augustinian anthropology, research shows the
universal character of the Christian religion.
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Scientific novelty

First of all, the scientific novelty of PhD research is a new interpretation
of Augustinian anthropology, such interpretation is developed upon the
statement that assumes the essential relatedness of man and God. In this case,
by describing various details of his work, thesis presents the concepts that
define a specific relationship of God and man. Man, as a God’s creation,
possess a tendency of god-seeking, and realizes its essence with relation to
creator. In the present research, this statement is manifested by showing
various characteristics of man, such as reasoning, free will, love, happiness,
and etc. As a result, St. Augustine’s different and in some sense ambiguous
theories are united under one conception.

In addition to that, a new aspect of his anthropology is presented, which
we called “man's biography, as an anthropological category”. The source of
such interpretation comes from an original analysis of his famous work
“confessions”, as well as other writings. Those writings show that man is a
dynamic being who is located in a concrete period of time, and that
temporary existence constitutes its character for eternity. Time located
existence might be understood as a concrete condition, and can be called a
biography. Every man has such a category, since human existence
presupposes a temporal flux of material reality.

Also, on the basis of St. Augustine's anthropology, the thesis demonstrates
that the Christian religion has eternal actuality. In this case, Christianity is
presented as a universal religion, and a universal religion ought to have traits
that can be see in every bieng. We present general human categories that are
related to the Christian doctrines and thus show that Augustinian
anthropology absolutizes concrete aspects of Christianity and gives the
general features to it.

Finally, the formulation of so-called “anthropological argument” of God’s
existence should be noted. The thesis shows that various arguments of God’s
existence, such as cosmological, teleological, ontological, and other kinds of
proofs, have their root in St. Augustine's works. As such, on the basis of his
anthropology, we unified several different arguments. Many aspects of
human being outspeak of God. Furthermore, we could say that men as such
speak about its creator. This statement is presented in different abilities, and
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physical body that human being possesses. Nonetheless, it is very important
to note man's teleological dependence on God. Above-mentioned aspects give
us arguments of God's existence, and those statements give additional
actuality to St. Augustine’s anthropology.

Conclusion

The PhD research offers a new understanding of St. Augustine’s
anthropology, which is based on his manifold philosophy. Due to the research
character, specific attention was paid to other important parts of St.
Augustine’s philosophy. PhD research enables us to survey the development
of the whole Augustinian philosophy and to mark those important aspects
that were parts of his philosophical development. Along with that, we think
that the thematic content of the PhD research shows not only the historical
contribution of Augustinian philosophy, but also its vital present importance.
By such result, early Christian philosophy is presented in the context of the
contemporary world. We believe that the PhD research is an attempt to
actualize Christian anthropology, one of the earliest and traditional
developments of Christian thought. In addition to that, the work relates to
the important anthropological problems of ancient, medieval, modern, and
contemporary philosophy. As a result, the PhD research is beneficial for the
readers interested in Christian worldview and those interested in general
developments of philosophy.
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