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ABSTRACTS
Helmut Schneider

HISTORY OF FREEDOM IN HEGEL'S
PHILOSOPHY: ANCIENT AND CHRISTIAN
CONCEPTIONS OF FREEDOM

Hegel’s philosophy of world history has as its guiding
principle the history of freedom developing in cultures and
nations. Freedom as such is the result of the self-realizing
world spirit’s consciousness of freedom. In oriental despo-
tism only one, the despot, was free. In ancient democracy
and aristocracy only some were free. Finally, in the state
of the Christian era all are free and equal before God and
the law. Christianity is a milestone and a cornerstone in
the way to freedom, even if freedom was accepted only
slowly. Insight in the essential freedom of man is the basis
of political freedom. The very way of freedom through his-
tory is not yet finished.

Gocha Barnovi

HUMAN FREEDOM IN THE TRADITION
OF PATERICON

The article briefly discusses one of the major themes
of human beings — freedom. The human being is a creature
made in God's image and a person and all his activities and
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traits such as thought, speech, reflection, conscience, mo-
rality and religiousness, etc., are indicated by freedom. The
author speaks of the wrong use of free will which brought
ontological outcomes for human such as putrefaction and
mortality. He underlines the importance of the divine prov-
idence which was carried out by Jesus Christ in the person
of the incarnated Word of God whose purpose was to lib-
erate human beings from mortality and putrefaction. The
personality of the incarnated Word of God by adopting the
human nature had rescued human beings from the grip of
death. The author also considers the Church of Christ as an
inexhaustible source of a grace which, through the sacra-
ments, liberates the believers from sin and is completed in
communion with the uncreated grace of Holy Spirit. The
author admits that ontologically true freedom is always as-
sociated with the Holy Spirit; it provides graceful freedom in
the unity of Christ’s body.

Archpriest Aleqsi Kshutashvili

THE IDEA OF FREEDOM IN THE LIFE AND
TEACHINGS OF ANTHIM THE IBERIAN

This article discusses Anthim the Iberian’s attitude to
freedom in three aspects: 1. His fight for the independence
of Wallachia; 2. His fight for the autocephaly of the church
of Hungaro-Wallachia; 3. His theological and philosophi-
cal vision of freedom. The study makes clear that, when
speaking of the idea of freedom, the Metropolitan of Hun-
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garo-Wallachia resolves the hierarchy of priorities from
bottom up as follows: 1. Protection of personal freedom
and dignity, development of personal talents and secur-
ing welfare; 2. Protection of freedom and independence
of country, nation and national church; and 3. The most
important — defeating of individual passions and sins as an
essential precondition for spiritual freedom and liberation
from eternal death.

Metropolitan Grigoli (Berbichashvili)

METAPHYSICS OF FREEDOM ACCORDING TO
IONA KHELASHVILI

Freedom is one of the key concepts of lona Khelas-
hvili’s Christian metaphysics. He refers specifically to the
philosophical formation of problem of freedom in the
“Book of Thirty-four Questions” and analyzes its meta-
physical roots according to Biblical history and in particular
to the corresponding episodes of Genesis. lona Khelash-
vili thinks that there is no freedom without volition. Voli-
tion itself is not just wish but also effort or purposeful ac-
tion. There is no freedom where there is no will of freedom,
self-control and action. The will is stronger when its roots
are solid. The will allows human beings to hold strongly
the hand of salvation of the new Adam and to stand up
again, to regain self-control and to save God's image on
earth.
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Nodar Belkania

THE ORIGIN OF CONSCIOUSNESS OF FREEDOM
AND FEELING OF FREEDOM

The article offers a brief summary of the historical
development of consciousness from mythical conscious-
ness to contemporary logical, abstract thinking, which is
a necessary precondition for understanding subjective
freedom. The relationship between consciousness and
nonconsciousness from a historical perspective is also
discussed. A distinction is drawn between negative and
positive freedom (Berdyaev, Fromm). Negative freedom is
understood as formal freedom while the content or source
of positive freedom is considered to be creative work, cre-
ativity as such, which is typical for every human action on
the way of human development.

Joachim von Wedel

LIBERATION AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR
A SECOND COMING

A collective social self-perception, which understands
the present time as a somehow final and eschatological
time, and which identifies the breakthrough to this final
time with certain revolutionary liberation events, seems to
be a general part of modernity in the 20th century. The So-
viet Union or the United States, but also post-revolution-
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ary France provide examples. The article discusses some
theological difficulties connected with such perceptions
and draws attention to the tension between the univer-
sal claims linked to these liberation events and their ap-
parently exclusive and privileged connection with certain
states.

Lali Zakaradze

FREEDOM - FOUNDATION FOR
POLITICAL LIABILITY

This article discusses conceptual notions of moral and
political philosophy such as: freedom, liability, their forms,
the multilateral aspects of their relation, and their deter-
mining factors. The author considers that the notion of
freedom is foundational for the determination of political
liability. In this context the author analyzes the role of the
political system on the way of achieving personal, social,
and political freedom, on the other hand discusses the
role of freedom in determining the existential foundation
of politics and the meaning of political life.

Alongside many other definitions the human being is
a responsible being (homo responsibilis). Responsibility is
a part of the structure of freedom and is the latter’s result.
The article analyzes the role of political responsibility and
political solutions of authority in regard to society's eco-
nomic, social, political, cultural and etc., condition.
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Archpriest Levan Mateshvili

THE CHRISTIAN CONCEPT OF FREEDOM IN
RELATION WITH SECULAR AUTHORITY

The realization of the Christian’s freedom is directly
connected with the earthly, worldly state, which as a rule
is not ideal. What is the limit or maximum of the Chris-
tian citizen's freedom in relation to government? Must the
Christian obey the government or not? Is it right to rebel
against an unjust government or to support a tyrannical
one? These issues are important for the Christians of a free
country, but they are also urgent for the believers living
under totalitarian regimes. This article discusses different
conceptions on this matter. Some believe that a rebellion
against an unjust government is legitimate, while the Bi-
ble teaches us to resist the government without rebellion.
Resistance is not the passive acceptance of an unjust gov-
ernment but it implies an active spiritual, moral and po-
litical campaign against it. The most ideal option is when
a Christian country is ruled by a Christian government in
the proper sense of this word; by a government which un-
derstands its great mission imposed by God to take care
and to lead the people and if it is not so there always is a
danger that people take the sword of government in their
hand and fall into sin.
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Giorgi Tavadze

PHILOSOPHER FROM THE CAVE: MERAB
MAMARDASHVILI ABOUT FREEDOM

In this paper the author analyzes the notion of
freedom according to the Georgian philosopher Merab
Mamardashvili (1930-1990). Particular attention is paid
to two of his interviews, “Solitude is my Profession”, and
“The Civil Society”. Relying on Plato’s famous cave allego-
ry the author represents Mamardashvili as a “philosopher
from the cave” who tried to criticize Soviet mentality from
within the totalitarian system employing the mutually in-
terdependent ideas of freedom and civil society.

Mikheil Gogatishvili

AXEL HONNETH: STRUGGLE FOR
RECOGNITION AND PATHOLOGIES OF
INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM

During three last decades political philosophy con-
stantly tried to find a normative base that could provide
an adequate normative basis and ethical background for
human interactions in the political sphere. According to
the well-known German philosopher and social theorist
Axel Honneth, the trustworthy answers for this problem
could be found in Hegel’s social philosophy. By introducing
the concept of reciprocal recognition, Honneth reactual-
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izes Hegel’s concept of the “struggle for recognition”. This
concept is the unsteady precondition of a multidimen-
sional personal identity. In order to determine objective
criteria for justice Honneth refers to the history of social
conflicts. On the basis of this approach he develops struc-
tural components of human’s self-understanding which
are expressed in self-confidence, self-respect and self-es-
teem. Honneth underlines that the motivational basis of
the “structural and “contingent” nature of this struggle is
in different forms neglecting existing frames of intersub-
jective relations — as “social pathologies”. “Pathology” in
this context implies that a word refers to such a distortion
of communication which cannot be suppressed by the “ra-
tional discourse”.

Tengiz Iremadze

THE FATE OF THE IDEA OF FREEDOM
IN THE PHILOSOPHY OF SOVIET GEORGIA

The present article deals with the problem of free-
dom through the analysis of certain aspects of the history
of non-freedom. The article presents one of the significant
projects for the future research at the Archive of Cauca-
sian Philosophy and Theology (New Georgian University).
Within the frames of this project the history of suppres-
sion, destruction and loss of the philosophical idea/ideal in
the reality of Soviet Georgia will be studied and the causes
of this phenomenon will be determined.
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