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ABSTRACTS

Lali Zakaradze

RUSSIAN GEIST BETWEEN IMPERIALISM AND
NATIONALISM

The present article analyses the process of formation
and development of Russian Geist and “Russian idea”:
its classic (“the third Rome” and “new Jerusalem”, “Slav-

n o«

ic idea”, “the idea of Russian Empire”) and contempo-
rary forms (“philosophy of future”, “the neurosis of being
unique”). This is done by analysis of programmatic works
by F. Dostoevsky and N. Berdyaev (“A Writer’s Diary”, “The
Fate of Russia”, “The Fate of Man in the Modern World”,
“The Russian Idea”). In addition to this, the present arti-
cle deals with the works of W. Benjamin, G. Robakidze,
A. Pushkin, V. Solovyev, and A. Dugin.

Theoretical discourse of Russian nationalism and im-
perialism is analysed vis-a-vis Georgian political reality.
Particular attention is paid to the inner dynamics of Rus-
sian imperialistic policy and its modus operandi. The au-
thor argues that contemporary Russian imperialism comes
up against the basic principles of peaceful coexistence of
the states.

The formation of Russian Geist was strongly influ-
enced by Dostoevsky. He argued that from the past his-
toric consciousness of “barbaric and noble” Russian spirit
arose the idea of the Russian people being superhuman,
“liberator and the connector of Slavic states”. His messi-
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anic political ideas were then expanded and developed by
other Russian intellectuals.

The ideas of radical nationalism by Dostoevsky (his-
toric mission of Russia, potential of Russian Empire, its re-
lationship with European culture and politics, role of Russia
in the Slavic world in relation with Europe and the Eastern
world, the missionary content of Russian Orthodoxy, “the
Slavic idea” — the new force of European mankind) found
further development in the philosophy of N. Berdyaev in
the form of radical imperialism. Thus, the thought of Dos-
toevsky and Berdyaev contain the core ideas which un-
derlie contemporary Russian domestic and foreign policy.

The foremost ideologist of modern Russian idea
is Russian ultranationalist A. Dugin. By the extremely
one-sided reading of C. Schmitt and M. Heidegger Dugin
speaks about the “eternal logics of Eurasian continent”,
the necessity of existence of big spaces and super power.
He also predicts the end of the European philosophy and
rise of Russian philosophy.

Nowadays “The Russian idea” is the wall which hin-
ders the process of Russia’s cultural integration with Eu-
rope. Therefore, this wall (like other walls) should be de-
molished and Russian consciousness should go beyond
the borders of narrow nationalism and imperialism. Oth-
erwise, the devotees of “Russian idea” are doomed to face
the huge frustration in an attempt to consider as real what
in reality is unreal and illusory.
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Giorgi Tavadze

NEW RUSSIAN IMPERIALISM AND GEORGIA:
RUSSIA’S VIOLENT SPATIAL POLITICS

Places are necessary prerequisites for human life. Humans
always identify themselves with certain places which, in
turn have strong influence on humans’ individual and col-
lective identities even when this influence is not explicitly
acknowledged. The author of the article argues that Russia’s
new imperialism rests on systematic violent spatial practic-
es, which disrupt places and destabilize spaces in the neigh-
bouring countries. These violent spatial practices constitute
what can be called a “colonization of everyday space” which
disrupts the pulse of place and fundamental feeling of se-
curity which humans associate with their everyday places,
thereby producing anxiety, fear, and suffering.

Mikheil Gogatishvili

FRIEND-ENEMY DISPOSITION IN THE
POLITICAL REALITY OF POST-SOVIET GEORGIA
(Carl Schmitt — Leo Strauss)

In the present article the author analyses the notions of
friend and enemy in the context of political philosophy
of Carl Schmitt and Leo Strauss and argues that this fun-
damental dichotomy is essential to grasp adequately the
role of Georgia in the contemporary political landscape.
There is not a clear consensus about the nature of political
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sovereignty in the Georgian political and intellectual elite.
This lack of clarity essentially hampers proper functioning
of the mechanism of political decision-making. Specifical-
ly, ambivalent attitude towards pro-Western course of the
country and relationship with Russia affects political de-
cisions in the foreign policy of Georgia and gives rise to
the dysfunction of sovereignty. According to the author, in
order to overcome these difficulties and ambivalences it is
necessary to pay due attention to the somewhat neglected
notion of state of exception.
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