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Giorgi Khuroshvili

JERUSALEM AND ATHENS.
INTERCULTURAL AND
INTERDISCIPLINARY CONTEXT

Synopsis

Ancient Greek Philosophy and Bible are consid-
ered to be the two major sources of Western civiliza-
tion. Philosophical tradition is commonly indicated by
the name of city of Athens, while Biblical tradition is
indicated by the name of city of Jerusalem. For last
two millenniums the development of Western culture
was largely influenced by the relation of Jerusalem and
Athens, faith and knowledge.

“What indeed has Athens to do with Jerusalem?
What concord is there between the Academy and the
Church?” Tertullian was the first to pose this famous
question in early Christian age. That time Christianity
was making its first contacts with antique philosophy.
By posing this question he originated a long process
of studying and researching the relation of faith and
knowledge which is still going on; as far as even in our
time this issue remains urgent.

This work discusses the relation of Jerusalem and
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Athens in medieval Georgian philosophy (Ioane Petri-
tsi) and in European and American philosophy (Her-
mann Cohen, Leo Strauss). In addition, in the context
of philosophical urbanism, it analyzes cultural, politi-
cal and urban peculiarities of Jerusalem and Athens.
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