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ABSTRACTS
Tengiz Iremadze
ST. AUGUSTINE AND GEORGIAN THOUGHT

In Georgian philosophical and theological thought,
until now, St. Augustine never has been a subject of the
special scientific study. Mostly, Georgian thinkers paid
fragmentary, episodic attention to the rich creative work
of this great philosopher and theologian. This is due to
many reasons. First of all it should be noted that the first
Greek translation of St. Augustine was performed only in
the XIV century. Therefore, in the Byzantine world Augus-
tine‘s thought became known much later than it would
have been desirable. Hence, St. Augustine remained an
unknown treasure of Christianity for Georgian thought as
well, because medieval and early modern Georgian think-
ers were studying Christian thought at first in Greek and
later in Russian.

This paper divides St. Augustine’s reception in Geor-
gia into three stages and outlines the basic trends which
attracted the attention of Georgian thinkers.

(1) In early modern Georgian thought (Anton Bagra-
tioni, lona Khelashvili) St. Augustine is considered in a
positive way with fruitful results. Here, Augustine’s ideas
about the soul are an important basis for the teaching
about the categories which is one of the basic components
of Christian philosophy.

(2) In the first half of the XX century Soviet Georgian
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philosophical historiography — because of the political
pressure — was considering St. Augustine in a negative
light and considered him to be a representative of “reac-
tionary ideology”. In the second half of the same century
the situation in this regard had improved, St. Augustine’s
reception became less hostile.

(3) At the end of the XX century and beginning of the
XXI century, in Georgian philosophical historiography, a
“process of de-ideologization” has started and had a pos-
itive impact on the reception of St. Augustine’s Christian
philosophy. The papers or chapters of philosophical text-
books written on St. Augustine properly acknowledge his
contributions to Christian philosophy.

If we take into consideration the number of St. Au-
gustine’s Georgian translations and scientific studies of
his creative work, it should be said that serious study of
this great Christian philosopher and theologian remains
urgent.

Lali Zakaradze

ST. AUGUSTINE IN THE 20™ CENTURY
ORTHODOX THEOLOGY

Saint Augustine’s works have had profound influence
on Christian theology and philosophy. In his oeuvre he dis-
cussed almost all important aspects of Christian thought.
From the perspective of Eastern Christianity Augustine
is a controversial thinker: there are many passages in his
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texts which do not coincide with the established views in
Orthodox theology. Therefore, the assessments of St. Au-
gustine’s complex thought are not unequivocal: alongside
more or less balanced views there exist also one-sidedly
critical positions. Despite this, Augustine has always re-
mained an authoritative figure in Eastern Christianity. But
it should be mentioned, that in Orthodox theology Augus-
tine’s theological-philosophical legacy was not scrutinized
as thoroughly as in Western theology. In this regard, the
analysis of the 20" century Orthodox theology offers very
interesting insights. In the present paper the author an-
alyzes the influence and assessment of St. Augustine in
the works of Vladimir Lossky, John Meyendorff, Seraphim
Rose, Christos Yannaras as well as in contemporary Rus-
sian philosophy and theology. According to the author, the
comparative analysis of these texts shows that St. Augus-
tine’s theological-philosophical legacy still contributes to
the productive dialogue between Eastern and Western
Christianity.

Helmut Schneider

THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRINITARIAN
THEOLOGY AND ITS CULMINATION IN
ST. AUGUSTINE’S THOUGHT

In this paper the author analyzes different aspects of
the development of Trinitarian theology in the 4% centu-
ry CE (geographical and political factors, the issue of lan-
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guage differentiation in the Mediterranean region, various
debates on Trinity and decisions of the Church councils).
According to him, in order to understand properly St. Au-
gustine’s views on Trinity, it is necessary to take into con-
sideration the following factors: biblical statements (espe-
cially in the New Testament), interpretations and theolog-
ical views of the Church Fathers, decisions made by the
Church councils, and trinitarian schemes of Neoplatonic
philosophers (Numenios, Plotinus, Marius Victorinus, Por-
phyry). The second part of the paper focuses on St. Au-
gustine’s understanding of the Trinity and outlines its main
elements (the unity, simplicity and three-personality of
God; inner-godly processes: the begetting of the Son and
the procession of the Holy Spirit; man as the image of the
trinitarian God and God’s image in love; triadic schemes
and the notion of personality in St. Augustine’s thought).

Tom Kleffmann
ST. AUGUSTINE ON TIME AND ETERNITY

In order to analyze St. Augustine’s views on time and
eternity, the author focuses mainly on the 11" book of the
Confessions. This analysis is supplemented by a discussion
of book 12 from the same treatise and passages from The
City of God. At the beginning the conception of time in St.
Augustine’s thought is analyzed. Time is an extension of
the soul or mind. But we should not understand this state-
ment of St. Augustine as the affirmation of subjectivism,
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because according to St. Augustine, time is exactly that by
means of which consciousness can perceive and compare
movements existing in the world. The possibility of a com-
parison of various kinds of movements leads us to the no-
tion of common time. With regard to eternity we should
take into consideration the fact that there exists a relation
between the eternally living God and the world which ex-
ists in time. Therefore, we have to answer the question,
what does this relationship means to God on the one hand
and to human beings on the other hand. The key to this
difficult question lies in the fact, that God himself is this
relationship in his eternity. God as the logos, as the word
(by which the world existing in time was created) became
man who existed in time. When the human soul grasps
the meaning of the words of the Gospel (which are pro-
nounced in the dimension of time), he negates himself as
the entity who exists in time and apprehends the eternal
word which is beyond any discourse existing in time.

Udo Reinhold Jeck

LOCALIZATION - SOUL - BRAIN
THE BEGINNINGS OF THE MEDIEVAL
PHILOSOPHY OF BRAIN IN AUGUSTINE

The beginnings of the philosophy of brain can already
be traced by ancient Greek thinkers. Therefore, the me-
dieval philosophy of brain had its roots in ancient legacy.
Alongside with pagan philosophers, Christian authors also
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tried to localize the soul in the body. By critical reception
of ancient authors they had developed their own theories
of localization. Early Christian theories on the localization
of the soul affirmed cardiocentric hypothesis, i.e. that the
localization of the soul is in the heart. In his early works
St. Augustine rejected the existence of the nervous system
which could transfer the impulses to the soul. Augustine
relied on the thesis that something material could not act
as a medium in the subtle process of the soul-body com-
munication. Although, subsequently Augustine gradually
developed his own theory of the cerebral localization of
the soul. He tried to reconcile biblical statements with the
anatomical knowledge of his time. His conclusions can be
formulated as follows: 1. Bible and anatomical research of
the brain do not contradict each other; 2. The soul is con-
nected to the brain which is the “instrument” of the soul.
By these statements Augustine overcame the rejection of
the anatomical knowledge which was quite widespread in
the early Christian era and gave significant impulses to the
philosophical research of brain-soul problem.

Giorgi Khuroshvili

CONFLICT OF THE CITIES OF GOD AND MAN IN
ST. AUGUSTINE

In The City of God Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430)
describes the origins and development of the two cities.
One of them is the earthly city or city of men; the historical
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symbol of which is Babylon, a place of wickedness and sin,
doomed to enmity, destruction and ultimate death. The
second one is the heavenly city or the city of God, the his-
toric incarnation of which is Jerusalem, the city of piety
and the virtue; its ultimate destiny is peace and everlasting
life.

Despite the evident differences between cultures,
nations and languages, St. Augustine makes the main dif-
ference between these two groups — God’s heavenly city
and the earthly city of men. An immanent understanding
of these two groups will only be possible if they have the
corresponding earthly equivalents, for Augustine equiva-
lent to the city of men is Rome.

In St. Augustine, the basis and aims of the authority
are not related to the foundations and goals of the state,
he gives priority to the authority which should fulfill the
will of God: prevent the conflict between men and help
the members of the city of god to suppress their earth-
ly temptations. In St. Augustine politics has meaning only
in religious context, besides theological purpose, he does
not give much importance to other purposes of politics.
He makes a theological evaluation of politics and criticizes
political practices; this criticism is largely based on an al-
ternative model developed in the image of the city of God.
This is an ideal city which is so justly organized that earthly
alternatives cannot compete with it. The City of God is a
kind of pattern in light of which every political body should
be measured. In this way, the vulnerability of the earthly
city becomes more emphatic, and thus Augustine pushes
his readers to join the city of God.
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Mikheil Gogatishvili

THEOLOGICAL PROJECT OF POLITICS:
ST. AUGUSTINE AND ERIC VOEGELIN

The intellectual legacy of St. Augustine influenced
Western political thought to a considerable degree. In the
beginning of the paper the author analyzes the reception
of the notion of subjectivity in St. Augustine by E. Voegelin.
Voegelin understands Augustine’s Confessions as a form of
meditation. In the process of meditation the soul reaffirms
his own subjectivity. Therefore, the person who seeks the
God, in this very process grasps the essence of his own
individuality. Such a type of meditation was unknown for
ancient philosophy where attempts were made to subordi-
nate the individual to the ideal of the polis or general wel-
fare (political projects of Plato and Aristotle). The author
pays particular attention to the process whereby the sacral
hierarchy of being on which Augustine’s doctrine is rested,
is challenged and substituted by modern hierarchies and
political systems which have similar claims but which do
not legitimize themselves referring to the transcendental
realm. In this context the works of E. Voegelin have partic-
ular importance. According to the author, Voegelin’s con-
ceptual framework still helps us to understand better the
ongoing political processes.
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Joachim von Wedel

FROM FUTURE TENSE THEORY TO PRESENT
TENSE THEORY: AUGUSTINE AND TODAY'S
POLITICAL THOUGHT

The author demonstrates Augustine’s central role as
a reference point for time conceptions in European polit-
ical thought. He describes, relying on the Civitas Dei, Au-
gustine’s uncompromising contradiction to the Antique
presentism of a ,nunc stans“ as a target-oriented for-
ward-orientation with an anthropomorphic and biographi-
cal incarnation (the ,,Civitas Dei*) being on a walk between
start and destination point. Dominating well into the mod-
ern Era, this forward orientation is shared by Marx, who
introduces but a minor change in replacing the Civitas
Dei by the proletariat. But already since in the 16™ centu-
ry, presentist positions gain ground and today dominate
completely. They reject any future orientation e.g. within
post-modernist thought or for antitotalitarian or ecological
reasons. They neither replace the Civitas Dei, nor support
the idea, that any substantially better general situation is
worth being looked for. The large mainstream of political
theory in the second half of the 20" century rather no-
where sees the existing political system as fundamentally
wrong. So political thought today, with this transition from
an Augustinian future-orientation to a totally prevailing
present-orientation, has returned to a pre-Augustinian sit-
uation.
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