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Tengiz Iremadze
Helmut Schneider

DER NESTOR DER GEORGISCHEN
PHILOSOPHIE

Guram Tevzadze zum 85. Geburtstag

Guram Tevzadze wurde am 30. Januar 2017 fiinf-
undachtzig Jahre alt. Ein solches Jubilium sollte
beachtet werden, wenn es sich um einen Mann von
dieser groflen Bedeutung fiir die Philosophie in Geor-
gien und die Philosophie iiberhaupt handelt. Guram
kann mit Recht als der Nestor der georgischen Phi-
losophie bezeichnet werden. Er hat das philosophi-
sche Leben in Georgien seit seiner Jugend, also seit
iber sechzig Jahren, begleitet und gestaltet. Als Pro-
fessor am renommierten Institut fiir Philosophie hat
er einen Grofiteil der georgischen Philosophen, die
teilweise heute noch leben und lehren, geprigt. Sie
haben bei ihm gelernt, wie man die Geschichte der
Philosophie von ihren Fragestellungen und Proble-
men her verstehen kann. Seine tiefen Kenntnisse der
Geschichte der Philosophie verbinden sich bei ihm
mit dem Problembewufitsein des Philosophen. Seine
Themen waren die klassischen Texte der Philosophie

-9-



seit der Antike, die georgische Philosophie und die
Philosophie der Neuzeit und Gegenwart. Besonders
hervorzuheben ist seine Beziehung zu Kant, Hegel
und Heidegger, dessen Hauptwerk ,Sein und Zeit®,
eines der schwierigsten Werke der neuzeitlichen
Philosophie, er ins Georgische iibersetzt hat. Damit
wurde ein Grundstein gelegt fiir die Rezeption Hei-
deggers in Georgien, die ohne ihn nicht zustande ge-
kommen wire.

Der vorliegende Text von Guram Tevzadze iiber
die Interpretationen der jiidischen Philosophie durch
georgische Philosophen zeigt, wie sehr er die Ge-
schichte der georgischen Philosophie auch in ihren
Details kennt und in den richtigen Zusammenhang
stellen kann.

Wir danken ithm fiir seine Arbeit, die uns so berei-
chert hat und wiinschen ihm Gesundheit und Kraft
auch fiir die Zukunft.

-10 -



Tengiz Iremadze
Helmut Schneider

NESTOR OF GEORGIAN PHILOSOPHY
85 Jubilee Celebration of Guram Tevzadze

On January 30, 2017 Guram Tevzadze turned
85 years old. This anniversary deserves special at-
tention, as far as prof. Tevzadze is a very important
figure in Georgian philosophy and in philosophy in
general. He can be rightly called the Nestor of Geor-
gian philosophy. For more than six decades he is a
driving force of Georgian philosophy. As a profes-
sor of philosophy he made a major contribution to
the professional development of many Georgian phi-
losophers, who, above all, learned from him how to
understand the history of philosophy in the light of
its key problems and issues. In Guram Tevzadze's
theoretical creative work deep knowledge of the his-
tory of philosophy originally merges with systematic
analysis of philosophical problems. The themes of
his study are as follows: classical texts of philosophy,
Georgian philosophy, modern and contemporary
philosophy. Especially noteworthy are his studies of
Kant, Hegel and Heidegger. It should be noted that

-11 -



Guram Tevzadze translated into Georgian one of
the most difficult texts of contemporary philosophy
- Martin Heidegger's “Being and Time”. By doing
so he took on a new level the study of Heidegger's
creative work in Georgia, which would have been un-
imaginable without his philosophical research.

In this text Guram Tevzadze discusses Georgian
philosophers" interpretations of Jewish philosophy.
The text clearly shows that the author has detailed
knowledge of the history of Georgian philosophy
and presents its problems adequately.

We are grateful to Guram Tevzadze whose publi-
cations have significantly enriched Georgian philoso-
phy and wish him health and inexhaustible creative
energy.

-12 -



Guram Tevzadze

INTERPRETATIONS OF
JEWISH PHILOSOPHERS IN GEORGIA

Synopsis

The relationship between Georgian and Jew-
ish cultures began 26 centuries ago. Jewish thought
has been influential in shaping Georgian intellectual
thought. In the 11 century chronicle The Life of
Georgian Kings by Leonti Mroveli it is indicated that
throughout the centuries there had been important
Jewish cultural centres in Georgia.

In the 20* century Georgian philosophers paid
due attention to the Jewish philosophical thought.
In 1922 in Marburg (Germany) Mose Gogiberidze
(1897-1949) succcessfully defended his doctoral disser-
tation on the great Jewish thinker Salomon Maimon
(1753-1800). Gogiberidze’s supervisor was the Ger-
man philosopher Nikolai Hartmann (1882-1956).
This dissertation (which was published in the same
1922 in Marburg) was well received in academic cir-
cles. The influence of S. Maimon can also be felt in
Gogiberidze’s work Axiomatic Foundations of Cogni-
tion (1926). Gogiberidze also drew parallels between
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S. Maimon’s philosophical doctrine and the relativity
theory of A. Einstein.

The philosophical doctrine of Spinoza or “the
Socrates of the philosophy of the New Age”, as he
has been named, has always been an object of special
interest in Georgia. But during the Soviet time Spino-
za was for ideological reasons declared a forerunner
of Marxism and his doctrine labeled as “anti-religious
and materialistic”. Nevertheless, in his work Philoso-
phy and Wisdom (1931) the Georgian philosopher
Shalva Nutsubidze (1888-1969) indicated that Spino-
za’s position was not anti-religious but only directed
against dogmatism.

Since the antiquity, many Jewish philosophers
relied on Jewish tradition when formulating their
philosophical theories. It is one of the effective ways
to show that humanity’s unity will be truly universal
only if its components are diverse and not mechani-
cally glued and undifferentiated parts of the whole.
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