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Tengiz Iremadze

PYTHAGORAS IN THE CONTEXT OF
CAUCASIAN PHILOSOPHY

Synopsis

In late antique, medieval and early modern Cau-
casian thought rather interesting interpretations of
Pythagoras’ doctrine have emerged. Even his mystical
figure and secret doctrine of numbers attracted a great
deal of attention in Caucasian thought. Here, Pythago-
ras, along with Plato and Aristotle, was considered as
one of the most important thinkers of the antiquity.
While determining the role and essence of philosophy,
Caucasian thinkers fruitfully employed his doctrine.

Therefore, in this study the following issues are
addressed. In the beginning the interpretation of Py-
thagoras’ doctrine by great Armenian thinker David the
Invincible is discussed. Next part refers to great Geor-
gian medieval thinker loane Petritsi and his discussion
of Pythagoras’ doctrine. In the final section different
interpretations of Pythagoras’ doctrine in early modern
Georgian philosophy are analyzed. Rich and interest-
ing history of the reception and transformation of Py-
thagoras’ doctrine in the Caucasus region shows that
Pythagoras’ concept of philosophy played an important
role in Caucasian philosophy.
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