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redaqtoris winaTqma

winamdebare gamocema moicavs 2013 wlis 16 noembers 
saqarTvelos samociqulo avtokefaluri marTlmadidebeli 
eklesiis foTisa da xobis eparqiis organizebiT q. foT-
Si Catarebuli saerTaSoriso samecniero konferenciis ma-
salebs. konferencia eZRvneboda axali drois qarTuli fi-
losofiisa da misi mTavari warmomadgenlebis Semoqmedebis 
analizs. am Tematikis arCeva ganpirobebuli iyo im garemoe-
biTac, rom qarTuli filosofiuri azrovnebis es periodi 
jer kidev ar aris saTanadod Seswavlili qarTul filo-
sofiur istoriografiaSi. ufro metic, qarTuli filo-
sofiis Sesaxeb dRemde Seqmnili gamocemebidan gamomdinare, 
xSirad iseTi STabeWdilebac ki iqmneba, rom am periodis 
qarTuli filosofiuri azrovneba araviTar Tvisobriv si-
axles ar gvTavazobs Tundac Sua saukuneebis qarTul fi-
losofiur azrovnebasTan SedarebiT. TiTqosda, is mxolod 
ucxouri teqstebis TargmanebiTa da mciredi komentarebiT 
Semoifargleboda. 

zemoT dasaxelebuli konferenciis mTavari mizani am 
mcdari mosazrebis gabaTileba da axali drois qarTuli 
filosofiuri azrovnebis Taviseburebebis gamokveTa gaxl-
daT. aRsaniSnavia, rom swored am dros Seiqmna qristianuli 
filosofiuri RvTismetyvelebis sayuradRebo modelebi 
(anton bagrationi, iona xelaSvili), romelTac aqtualoba 
dResac ki ar daukargavT. amave periodSi moxda evropuli 
ganmanaTleblobis mowinave ideebis aTviseba da danergva 
qar Tvel moazrovneTa mxridan, ramac xeli Seuwyo qarTuli 
kulturis „evropeizaciis“ process.

winamdebare gamocemis siaxle isic gaxlavT, rom masSi 
gasworebulia axali drois qarTuli azrovnebis erT-erTi 
mniSvnelovani warmomadgenlis, iona xelaSvilis cxovrebisa 
da Semoqmedebis Sesaxeb qarTuli filosofiis istoriebSi 
gavrcelebuli mravali uzustoba da misi SemoqmedebiTi 
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profili axal WrilSia warmodgenili. swored amiT aris 
ganpirobebuli is faqti, rom mis cxovrebasa da Semoqmede-
bas winamdebare wignSi ori vrceli statia eZRvneba.

winamdebare gamocema gansazRvrulia saxelmZRvanelod 
umaRlesi saswavleblebis im studentebisTvis, romlebic 
qarTuli filosofiis am metad saintereso epoqas Seis-
wavlian.

Tengiz iremaZe
kavkasiuri filosofiisa da RvTismetyvelebis 

samecniero-kvleviTi arqivis direqtori

ioane petriwis saxelobis 
safilosofio sazogadoebis Tavmjdomare

filosofiisa da socialur mecnierebaTa 
kvleviTi institutis direqtori

Tengiz iremaZe
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aBSTRaCTS

Tengiz Iremadze

EaRLy MODERN GEORGIaN PhILOSOPhy  
aND ITS PECULIaRITIES

The thought of the early modern Georgian philosophers should be dis-
cussed in the context of reception and transformation, as far as by the 
means of mastering important philosophical theories of past and pres-
ent, i. e. by the means of their reception they were trying to formulate 
their own worldview. In the meantime, for the further study of foreign 
philosophical texts, the unique methodological approach was developed 
which goes beyond the mere reception and involves the very important 
process of their commenting as well. 

It should be noted that early modern Georgian thought was devel-
oping in ominous political environment; because of Persian invasions 
and Russian Tsarist policy Georgian culture was in a great crisis. Obvi-
ously, this situation had a very negative impact on the development of 
Georgian philosophy and theology. Important representatives of the 
Bagrationi royal house as well as intellectuals associated with it were 
exiled in Russia. They found shelter in various Russian cities and prov-
inces and continued their service to Georgian culture from abroad, from 
the spiritual centers of the conqueror country. Hence, the peculiarity of 
early modern Georgian philosophy is reflected in the fact that it is closely 
related with the process of the development of the Russian theoretical 
thought. The prominent Georgian thinkers of that time became familiar 
with the achievements of European culture and science by the means 
of Russian translations. It is not accidental that in the 18th-19th centuries 
the vast majority of the Georgian translations of European literature, or 
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philosophical and theological texts were performed from Russian trans-
lations. Thus, European culture, literature, and philosophy entered Geor-
gia through Russia and this fact affected the process of development of 
Georgian theoretical thought. Consequently, the peculiarities of early 
modern Georgian thought – its difficulties, contradictions, problems and 
findings – should be discussed and evaluated in the light of this fact.

Lali Zakaradze

DAvIT GURAMIShvIlI (1705_1792).
“DAvITIANI” IN ThE CoNTExT oF ChRISTIAN PhIloSoPhy

Davit Guramishvili is a distinguished figure of early modern Georgian 
thought. Religious-philosophical ideas had become a subject of an orig-
inal interpretations in his poetic works. Guramishvili was a philosoph-
ically-minded poet; his poetic thought is based on ancient philosophy 
(Thales, Epicurus) as well as on original visions of the theological-phil-
osophical conceptions of Christian Middle Ages (Pseudo-Dionysius the 
Areopagite). In his work “Davitiani” (1787) the influences of Areopagitic 
corpus are evident: the philosophical-poetic characterization of God, the 
use of God’s attributes, rooted in Christian theology, and the peculiari-
ties of the cognition of God indicate the philosophical-mystical motives 
of Guramishvili’s poetry. According to Guramishvili, goodness, beauty, 
wisdom and truth are regarded as the highest values. Such an approach 
is connected with Plato, and later on, with Neo-Platonic and Areopagit-
ic traditions in the history of philosophy. Guramishvili’s poetic works, 
imbued with Georgian philosophical-theological tradition and bound-
less love of his homeland, provide the worthy place for this outstanding 
Georgian poet along with great thinkers of the world.

abstracts
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Dodo Labuchidze

“EURoPEANISM” AND GEoRGIAN CUlTURE

The issues discussed in the paper demonstrate the special interest of 
Georgian intellectuals towards European values in the 18th-19th centu-
ries. In the light of early modern Georgian culture and in particular of 
Georgian literature and philosophical thought the author of the paper 
analyses the importance of educational and translation activity of those 
religious and secular figures who desired to develop Europeanism in 
Georgia. Georgian translations of epochal works of the European think-
ers enriched Georgian culture with progressive ideas.

Tengiz Iremadze

ANToN BAGRATIoNI (1720_1788).
PhIloSoPhICAl CREATIvE WoRK

Anton Bagrationi is outstanding representative of early modern Georgian 
thought. His comprehensive philosophical and theological creative work 
includes many translations, textbooks, monographs and compendiums. 
This paper discusses the most important aspects and problems of Anton 
Bagrationi`s philosophical work. It also highlights those methodological 
perspectives of the relation to the philosophical tradition which are de-
veloped in Anton`s philosophical writings. By his philosophical work An-
ton Bagrationi significantly enriched early modern Georgian philosophi-
cal thought and played decisive role in its further development.

abstracts
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Giorgi Khuroshvili

AlExANDER AMIlAKhvARI (1750_1802).
“ThE SAGE oF ThE EAST”: AN ATTEMPT oF FoUNDING  

POLITICaL PhILOSOPhy IN EaRLy MODERN GEORGIaN ThOUGhT

Early Modern Georgian thought is especially remarkable for its rich philo-
sophical and theological traditions. Here, along with traditional branches 
of philosophy we are facing the attempts of founding new, hitherto less 
known branches of philosophy. In this respect special attention deserves 
outstanding figure of early modern Georgian thought Alexander Amilakh-
vari and his fundamental political work “The Sage of the East” which is a 
remarkable text of Georgian philosophical thought. At the same time it is 
an attempt of founding political philosophy in Georgia. The work consists 
of ten chapters; each of them is dedicated to the particular component of 
the public life. Consequently, in the work separate chapters are devoted 
to the kings, nobles, soldiers, merchants, farmers, religious and civil laws, 
etc. As a result of the detailed analysis of the work it becomes evident that 
the author was guided by those political and ideological trends which were 
typical for European thought of that period.

Tengiz Iremadze
Udo Reinhold Jeck

DAvID BAGRATIoNI (1767_1819).
NaTURaL PhILOSOPhy, LOGIC aND METaPhySICS

David Bagrationi is one of the most important representatives of early 
modern Georgian thought. He was famous as a philosopher, naturalist, 
translator, historian, jurist, poet and writer. In the history of Georgian 
philosophy he is important figure for his numerous translations and 
original interdisciplinary works. In this article authors especially focus 
on three significant aspects of David Bagrationi`s philosophical creative 

abstracts
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work: natural philosophy, logic and metaphysics. David Bagrationi wrote 
several important works in these philosophical disciplines.

Mikheil Gogatishvili

IoANE BAGRATIoNI (1768_1830).
SoCRATIC WISDoM

Ioane Bagrationi is one of the most important persons in history of the 
Georgian intellectual tradition. Ioane Bagrationi’s most important work 
is khumarstsavla also known as kalmasoba. Khumarstsavla in fact is the 
social portrait of 18th-19th century Georgia in which paradoxically are com-
bined great Georgian intellectual tradition and inadequate attitude to the 
world of knowledge. Khumarstsavla can completely be understood in the 
context of Socratic irony. It can be said that Khumarstsavla is a kind of 
strategy to illuminate defects and weaknesses of Georgian society. 

Tengiz Iremadze
Udo Reinhold Jeck

IAGoR ChIlAShvIlI (1792_1838).
PhILOSOPhy Of RIGhT

Iagor Chilashvili and his creative work is less known even in Georgia and 
he is rarely mentioned in common lexicons and philosophical studies. 
Consequently, his creative work is not properly appraised and appreci-
ated. In early modern Georgian thought this thinker was studying that 
range of problems which had been neglected previously; in particular, 
he was studying the theory and practice of natural right. The important 
work of Iagor Chilashvili “The Outline of Natural Right” (1812) confirms 
the validity of this assumption. This work is important not only for early 
modern Georgian thought but also for Russian philosophical thought of 

abstracts
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that time. This paper discusses the mentioned work of Georgian author 
and the philosophical aspects of the theory of natural right given in it.

Metropolitan of Poti and Khobi
Grigoli (Berbichashvili)

RECONSIDERING ThE BIOGRaPhy Of IONa KhELaShvILI

Great Georgian philosopher and theologian Iona Khelashvili (1778-1837) 
lived and worked in the period and epoch marked by very dramatic 
events for Georgia. Important aspects of the biography of this Georgian 
thinker has not been studied until now. The aim of the following article 
is to study and make as a subject of special discussion those stages and 
episodes of life of Iona Khelashvili which are unknown or need specifi-
cation and further research. For this purpose the author of the paper 
studied historical materials and documents kept in the Central State His-
torical Archive of Saint Petersburg which were unknown for research-
ers of Georgian philosophical thought until now. Based on the unknown 
materials and documents, the author revealed many important details, 
episodes and moments from Iona Khelashvili’s life and work (one of the 
important findings is the establishment of the date of his birth).

Lali Zakaradze

IoNA KhElAShvIlI (1778_1837).
ThE GREaT GEORGIaN PhILOSOPhER aND ThEOLOGIaN aT 

ThE CROSSROaDS Of EPOChS

An outstanding Georgian thinker, theologian and philosopher Iona 
Khelashvili, a spiritual leader of exiled Georgians in Saint Petersburg, 
developed extremely interesting theological, philosophical, ethical and 
educational ideas in his works.

abstracts
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Like the medieval paradigm of the relationship between philosophy 
and theology, according to which philosophy is a servant of theology, 
Khelashvili, too, admitted the subjective role of philosophy to theology. 
He called his system philosophical theology.

In his work Philosophical Questions and Answers (also known as The 
Book of Thirty-Four Questions) Khelashvili explores traditional problems 
of philosophy: substance and accidence, time, space and eternity, matter 
and substance, cause and effect, necessity, and cognition theory (he ac-
knowledged priority of mind and judgment). 

In addition to this, Khelashvili formulated the theoretical conception 
of history. According to this conception, the historical process depends 
on God. In politics he was the supporter of monarchy whereas the funda-
mental principles of state governance for him were devotion, peaceful-
ness and sacrifice for motherland. He criticised narrow provincialism and 
advocated the principle of tolerance towards different religions.

Guram Tevzadze

SoloMoN DoDAShvIlI (1805_1836)

Solomon Dodashvili, the first Georgian philoso pher who was the follow-
er of Kant, created his own philosophical system. Dodashvili’s Logic (in 
Russian, published in 1827) was very well received in Russia. In his work 
Dodashvili developed Kant’s conception of eternal freedom and linked it 
to epistemology. In addition to this, Dodashvili tried to connect his line of 
thought to Georgian philosophical tradition. He summarised his views on 
this subject in his work Short Description of Georgian Literature (1832). 
With his works Dodashvili gave strong impetus to the development of 
Georgian philosophical thought. This is confirmed by numerous publica-
tions in Georgian humanities dedicated to Dodashvili’s legacy. 

abstracts
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Giorgi Tavadze

GELaTI aND ThE CONCEPT Of CaUCasIan PhILosoPhy IN ThE 
CoNTExT oF INTERCUlTURAl PhIloSoPhy

The present work discusses the notion of Caucasian philosophy and its 
importance to intercultural philosophy. Relying on J. B. Harley’s works 
about the nature of maps the author stresses the importance of the sym-
bolic dimension of maps. They are rhetorical devices and it is not possi-
ble to grasp their meaning fully if we neglect their hidden aspects.

The author pays particular importance to E. Holenstein’s work The 
Atlas of Philosophy (2001). In his work Holenstein tries to map the main 
directions of philosophical thought. On several maps in his work is indi-
cated Gelati – one of the most important centres of Georgian philosoph-
ical thought. However, the signs and symbols employed in these maps 
represent the region of the Caucasus as a passive recipient of Western 
philosophical thought which is not the case. The Georgian philosophers 
not only actively absorbed the important ideas of Western philosophy 
but productively transformed them (Joane Petritsi, Anton Bagrationi, S. 
Dodashvili, S. Nutsubidze, M. Gogiberidze, M. Mamardashvili). They were 
actively engaged in philosophical activity both in Georgia and outside its 
borders. Alongside Georgian philosophical thought, there existed strong 
philosophical schools in Armenia. Over many centuries these directions 
of philosophical thought mutually influenced and productively enriched 
each other. That is why it is possible to speak about Caucasian philosophy 
in the context of intercultural philosophy (T. Iremadze). In spite of this, 
the author’s primary aim is not to criticise Holenstein’s project. Rather, 
it is argued that relying on the recent researches in intercultural philos-
ophy, an Atlas of Caucasian Philosophy should be created which would 
map reciprocal influences between Europe and the Caucasus.

In the light of the aforesaid it can be said that Caucasian philosophy 
represents a unique phenomenon which originated at the crossroads of 
cultures. Proper research and understanding of this phenomenon will 
foster and deepen the process of intercultural communication.

abstracts
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wignis avtorebi

maRalyovladusamRvdeloesi grigoli (berbiWaSvili) _ foTisa da xo
bis mitropoliti.

mixeil gogatiSvili _ grigol robaqiZis saxelo bis universite
tis profesori filosofiisa da socialur mecnierebaTa mimar
TulebiT.

lali zaqaraZe _ SoTa rusTavelis saxelmwifo universitetis pro
fesori filo sofiis mimarTulebiT. filosofiisa da socialur 
mecnierebaTa kvleviTi in stitutis kulturis mecnierebaTa ganyo
filebis gamge (grigol robaqiZis saxelobis universiteti).

giorgi TavaZe _ filosofiis doqtori, grigol robaqiZis saxelo bis uni
versitetis asistent profesori filosofiis mimarTulebiT. amave 
univer sitetis filosofiisa da socialur mec nierebaTa kvleviTi 
institutis direqto ris TanaSemwe.

guram TevzaZe _ saqarTvelos mecnierebaTa erovnuli akademiis akade
mikosi. ilias saxelmwifo universitetis profesori filosofiis 
mimarTulebiT.

udo rainhold ieki _ boxumis ruris universitetis profesori filo
sofiis mimarTulebiT (boxumi, germania). rainland vestfalen li
pes gamoyenebiT mecnierebaTa universitetis profesori mecnieru
li meTodebis ganxriT (boxumi, germania). grigol robaqiZis saxe
lobis universitetis profesori filosofiis mimarTulebiT. ama
ve universitetis filosofiisa da socialur mecnierebaTa kvle
viTi institutis politikur mecnierebaTa ganyofilebis gamge. ka
vkasiuri filosofiisa da RvTismetyvelebis samecnierokvleviTi 
arqivis ucxoeTis ganyofilebis xelmZRvaneli (axali saqarTvelos 
universiteti).

Tengiz iremaZe _ kavkasiuri filosofiisa da RvTismetyvelebis 
samecnierokvleviTi arqivis direqtori (axali saqarTvelos uni
versiteti). grigol robaqiZis saxelo bis universitetis profe
sori filosofiisa da socialur mecnierebaTa mimarTulebiT. am
ave universitetis filosofiisa da socialur mecnierebaTa kvle
viTi institutis direqtori.

dodo labuCiZe _ grigol robaqiZis saxelobis universitetis profe
sori filosofiisa da socialur mecnierebaTa mimarTulebiT.

giorgi xuroSvili _ grigol robaqiZis saxelobis uni ver sitetis fi
losofiisa da socialur mecnirebaTa kvleviTi institutis mecni

erTanamSromeli.
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